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The First United Methodist Church of Germantown
Sunday, June 13, 2021 • 10:00 am • Order of Worship

Enjoy the conversation with friends before the service. 
Everybody will be muted at 10:59 to begin the service.

Welcome and Announcements 

Acknowledgments:
As a faith congregation, we acknowledge that this is a pivotal moment in American history and that 
our mission is clearly laid out in the Gospel of Jesus.
We acknowledge our mission to
   • seek justice for black and brown people of all genders and orientations
   • dismantle systems of bias and racism
   • call out those who protect the power of state-sponsored violence against black and brown bodies,
   • and re-center the voices of the marginalized of our community and society.
We acknowledge our part in perpetuating white norms of language, style, worship, behavior, and
culture, and, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we acknowledge the truth that Black Lives Matter.
We acknowledge that this service of worship is being held on the traditional lands of the Len-
ni-Lenape people, and we pay respect to elders past and present. We affirm the sacredness of 
Native people, their languages, their cultures and their gifts to the church and the world.                                                           

Piano Prelude:               “Serenity”  by Susan Buckley Cumbie                                 Jodi Acker Bohr     
                                      
Call to Worship                             

Why are you here?
We are passionate for God.
Why are you here?
We cannot bear the sorrow and violence of the world.
Why are you here?
We are hungry; we are tired; we are scared.
God says: I am glad you are here. Watch. Listen.
We hear the howling wind. We feel the earth shake. We shrink back from the blazing fire.
Watch. Listen.
We hear a sound. Thin. Silent.
This ground is holy. Take off your shoes. Cover your face.
Watch and listen for the Holy One.
This is why we are here.

Opening Hymn   (See page 7)    “Joyful,  Joyful, We Adore Thee”    UMH 89



Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                         written by Katherine Hawker
We come seeking God in mighty earthquakes.
We come listening for God in resounding thunder.
We come expecting God in sweeping victories.
Yet God is found in a baby's touch.
Yet God speaks in silence.
Yet God is found in the least of these.
Save us, O God, from our aimless wandering.
Save us, O God, from our idols.
Save us, O God, from our self-induced chaos.
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Amen.

Assurance of Pardon                                                                         written by Katherine Hawker
Hear the good news of God's love for us;
not in the earthquake, not in the storms, not in the mighty deeds
but in the silence, in the gentle touch, in the quiet rain
God says,
again,
“You are my Beloved. I love you.”

     
Passing of the Peace

Paul writes to the Christian community at Ephesus, “I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers.” Near you now are people whose courageous expressions and acts of 
selfless love have profoundly influenced your lives. With thankfulness, let us greet one another in 
the name of the risen Christ. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.

Contemporary Reading (See page 4)                        “I Have Decided”                      by Mary Oliver
          
Anthem    “Fear Not This Night”  by Jeremy Soule, arr. by Kyle Landry       sung by Michael Yancey
 
Scripture     (See page 5)                                            1 Kings 19:1-13 

Sermon                                               “God as Silence”                                             Gabe Lopez
   
Hymn    (See page 8)          “Be Still, My Soul”    UMH 534    
   
Gathered Prayer                Bonnie Zetick



Contemporary Reading:

I Have Decided by Mary Oliver

I have decided to find myself a home
in the mountains, somewhere high up
where one learns to live peacefully in
the cold and the silence. It’s said that
in such a place certain revelations may
be discovered. That what the spirit
reaches for may be eventually felt, if not
exactly understood. Slowly, no doubt. I’m
not talking about a vacation.

Of course at the same time I mean to
stay exactly where I am

Are you following me?

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Mother-Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Offering & Organ Offertory       “Interlude” by Alexandre Boëly (1785 –1858)

Offertory Prayer 
        In answer to your call, gracious God, we have opened our ears for your instruction and our     
        eyes to the needs of our siblings. Alone, our helpfulness is limited, though often greater           
        than we have imagined, for you are with us. Together, our effectiveness is multiplied, and   
        our work is made visible. Bless our sharing and our sacrifices that your rule of love may         
        grow among us and extend to all we meet. Amen

Closing Hymn    (See page 9)     “On Eagle’s Wings”   UMH 143

Benediction

Organ Postlude        “Lied - (Melody)”  by Louis Vierne (1870-1937)                    Jodi Acker Bohr                 

Liturgist: Robert Bauer   •   Bulletin cover: Sandy Clay Bauer



Scripture Lesson                                    1 Kings 19:1-13

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had 
killed all the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a
messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me, and 
more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them 
by this time tomorrow.” Then he was afraid; he got up and fled 
for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah;
he left his servant there.

But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and 
came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that 
he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for 
I am no better than my ancestors.”  Then he lay down under 
the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him 
and said to him, “Get up and eat.”  He looked, and there at his 
head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate 
and drank, and lay down again.  The angel of the Lord came a 
second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise 
the journey will be too much for you.”  He got up, and ate and 
drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and 
forty nights to Horeb the mount of God.  At that place he came 
to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you 
doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for 
the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life,
to take it away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, 
for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, 
so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks 
in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; 
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was 
not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out 
and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice 
to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”



June 13, 2021

FUMCOG

What’s happening at
FUMCOG

Climate
Action
TIPS
 by  Mark  Smith

Climate Tip #12 - Carbon Offsets
At some point more of us will start flying again. With emissions projected to triple by 
2050, no other human activity emits as much over a shorter period of time as aviation. 
And, the CO2 is injected directly into the atmosphere where it is the most damaging! 
So, try to reduce short haul and connecting flights which are the most polluting. Flying 
economy on long distance one way flights is the most efficient. Offset projects must be 
real, verifiable, enforceable, and permanent. Scams abound but ethical sites like carbon-
footprint.com have a carbon offset portfolio along with a carbon footprint calculator. 

Ray Sveen is presently in a Rehab 1/2 mile from 
home and has decided to discontinue his chemo 
treatments.

The friends and family of Martha Macallister, 
founder of Ms. Marty's Daycare who passed 
away on May 24th. A memorial service will be 
held on Saturday June 19th at 11am.

Family and friends of Richard Broberg, son of 
Dolores Broberg, who passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, May 19.

Huntly Collins, who is recovering from rotator 
cuff surgery.

Prayers for Delores Salamone as she begins 
treatment for the return of ovarian cancer. 

The family of Matthew Perrone, who has been 
diagnosed with stage IV cancer at the age of 38.

Family and friends of Dr. Theodore W. (Ted) 
Loder, who died Thursday, April 1, 2021 at the 
home of Tom and Amina Loder. He was 90 years 
old.  Ted was Senior Pastor at FUMCOG for 38 
years. A memorial service will be held on Sunday, 
September 12th at 1:30PM.

Family and friends of George Herold, who 
passed away at his home on Friday, April 16. 

Messages or cards can be sent to Cara Herold at 
her home address, 6515 Wayne Avenue 19119;
A memorial service will held at FUMCOG on 
Sunday, September 19th at 1:30PM. 

Tony Clark, brother of Betsey Pankoe, who has 
Stage 4 lung cancer.

James Neilson, who is at home recovering from 
brain surgery. James is the husband of Jessica 
Murphy, our soprano soloist. 

Krista Hansen has requested to be returned to 
the prayer list for eczema. 

Charlene Thorp-Segal is now staying with her 
daughter, Angela, in Wisconsin.
She would appreciate cards sent to her  c/o   
      Angela Thorp,

2933 Monroe St.,
Madison, WI 53711.  

Suzanne Moller, who would appreciate cards 
and phone calls.

Suzanne Moller   Room 120B
Wesley Enhanced Living at Stapeley
6300 Green St., Philadelphia, PA 19144
267-350-2337(cell)
215-844-0700 (Stapeley)

Requests for Prayer
Please know that we are thinking about and praying with you. We’re all in this together.







1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
Who abide in God's shadow for life,
Say to the Lord, "My Refuge,
My Rock in Whom I trust."

And God will raise you up on eagle's wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,
And hold you in the palm of God's Hand.

2. The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
And famine will bring you no fear;
Under God's Wings your refuge,
God's faithfulness your shield.

And God will ...

3. You need not fear the terror of the night,
Nor the arrow that flies by day,
Though thousands fall about you,
Near you it shall not come.

And God will ...

4. For to God's angels God's given a command,
To guard you in all of your ways,
Upon their hands they will bear you up,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

And God will raise you up on eagle's wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,
And hold you in the palm of God's Hand.
And hold you in the palm of God's Hand.



            July 5  Carlo Van Ulft Springfield, IL
                    Full-time carillonneur of the Rees Memorial
                           Carillon, Founder and Director of the
                                 North American Carillon School.

July 12  Frank Della Penna West Newton, PA
   (of Cast in Bronze, but playing a solo recital on our bells)

        July 19  Joey Brink University of Chicago
              Prize winning performer and composer. 
               A leader of the next generation of carillonneurs!

              July 26  Roy Kroezen Centralia, IL
                        Formerly from Zwolle, Netherlands, now full-time 
                                      carillonneur of the Centralia carillon. 

Summer Bell Music

                 Listen from the garden of Wyck.
         6026 Germantown Ave. at West Walnut Lane

            All recitals begin at 7:30, rain or shine.
               Free will donations will be welcomed.  

The FUMCOG summer
carillon recital series
4 Monday evenings in July
                  Watch the performer play while you listen! 
                   Facebook site: “Friends of the Carillon”.f



The Trustees are challenging the Congregation to match 
their $2500 contributions to these two outstanding African 
organizations.  The Julia Morgan Fund has made catalytic 
grants to Spark Microgrants, an innovative village devel-
opment program, for seven years and to the African SOUP, 
a pathbreaking primary education initiative in Uganda, for 
six years.  Two FUMCOG youth group superstars, Chloe 
Tomlinson and Karen Bustard, worked on site, helped 
develop and brought these funding opportunities to the 
attention of FUMCOG.
       Spark Microgrants – uses the Facilitated Collective 
Action Process (FCAP) to generate near term benefits in 
asset growth and savings and long term benefits of further 
action and economic development.  Chloe led an expan-
sion of Spark into highly isolated northern Uganda.  Our 
first grant remains an all time favorite of many Trustees:  
funding for two motorcycles to enable facilitators to reach 
rural villages.  
          Chloe then led Spark’s move into Burundi, ranked 
one of the poorest countries in the world with a 74.7%  
poverty rate.  Working with a local civil society organi-
zation, to date 27 villages have benefited from the FCAP 
where 80% of total funds go for seed grants and 20% for 
facilitation and management.   Impacts include all villag-
es have  launched a local project, have savings programs 
with regular contributions, have over 50% participation by 
women with 10,000 to 15,000 lives touched.
       With support growing, villages across Burundi will 
receive this invaluable assistance.  In their annual progress 
report, Spark recognized FUMCOG’s catalytic role:
      “The Julia Morgan Fund has played a crucial role in 
our work in Burundi … to design and launch social impact 
projects.  Spark is incredibly appreciative for this partner-
ship which has been instrumental in scaling our communi-
ty driven approach in Burundi.”

Uses of donations in 2021:
• $50- cover field costs for transportation/food
• $100 – helps cover material costs
   (manuals and phone for facilitators)
• $500 – training for new community faciliators
   to lead villages through FCAP

African SOUP -- this amazingly impactful organization 
is transforming primary education in Uganda employing 
the “Active Learning Project” (ALP) to replace the “rote 
learning” process.  It  operates a SOUP demonstration 
school  and has installed the ALP in Bishop Willis primary 
teachers training college and, with Ministry of Education 
approval, will now add a second college.  The Ministry’s 
Teacher Training Department has praised the ALP and in-
cluded SOUP in the review of new teacher policy.  
       With all schools in Uganda shut down during the 
COVID pandemic, African SOUP has delivered food to 
students’ households in surrounding villages and provided 
training to families to help prevent the spread of the virus.  
A priority during this difficult time is to provide uninter-
rupted health, nutrition and education services to benefi-
ciary families and students.
      Karen volunteered with African SOUP’s predecessor 
organization in its earlier days and brought the news back 
home of this remarkable education initiative.  The goal is 
ambitious: “The ultimate vision for the ALP continues to 
be the achievement of national adoption of our active learn-
ing methods into all primary teachers colleges in Uganda, 
shifting the method of teaching from rote memorization 
to active, learner-centered instruction.”  A powerful vision 
indeed!  
        The SOUP continues to be grateful for the support 
of FUMCOG’s Julia Morgan Fund.  It has provided this 
sample of costs that we could help with in 2021:

• $25 – project supplies for one classroom
• $50 – printing costs for 25 ALP handbooks
• $100 – transportation costs for ALP team to move
   to teacher training colleges for four sessions
• $500 – cost of facilitating a one-day session with
   25 primary school teachers

This is a great opportunity to support outstanding African 
programs that you otherwise would not know about.  We 
invite you to give as generously as possible.
         Please make checks out to FUMCOG with Julia 
Morgan Challenge Grant in the memo space.

Thank you.

Special Appeal – Fumcog Trustees
Contributions Requested to Match  Challenge Grants to:

 Spark Microgrants (East Africa- Burundi) African SOUP (Uganda)



Join Church and Society for a special three-part webinar series:

June 10, 2021, Remembering:

To better understand reparations, this webinar will focus on the in-
tergenerational racism and discrimination of descendants of slavery, 
and how it contributed and continues to contribute to the widening 
racial wealth gap we see today.

June 17, 2021, Repairing:

Panel discussion on examples of reparations in the United States 
(Japanese Americans, Native Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Evan-
ston, Illinois). What can we learn from these examples of reparations?

June 24, 2021, Re-imagining:

As people of faith, what is the case for reparations from a theological/
biblical perspective? And how can we prophetically live into that call-
ing now and guarantee it for the future?

Speakers will be announced with the registration link next week! 
Check our event web page for more details, soon.

For questions about the webinar series, contact Aimee Hong, Senior 
Executive Director of Education and Engagement.

100 Maryland Ave, NE, Washington, DC 20002

Postponed! New date TBD.



             

NEED THE COVID 
 VACCINE? 

  

    
 Where: Face to Face  

COME GET THE 
COVID PFIZER 
VACCINE AT FACE 
TO FACE 

EVERY FRIDAY 
11:30-1:30pm 

ALL ARE 
ELIGIBLE! 

 

CALL TARA FOR QUESTIONS 
(215)-438-7939 EXT:206 

WALK-INS WELCOME 

 Where:
FACE TO FACE 

123 E. Price Street
 Philadelphia, PA 19144


